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sense, and numerous valuable suggestions which should profit the beginner. The 
limitations of the work came largely from the formalism of the scheme followed. 
If the young teachers should take it too seriously, should suppose that the 
"five formal steps" must be canonized, or that the various "methods" set forth 
are to be brought in to the recitation in separate pockets to be drawn out at 
different times, the effect would be rigidity and superficiality rather than progress 
and insight. In fact, it would seem that modern genetic psychology on the one 
hand, and the logic of the sciences on the other, should soon reach a stage of 
development that should furnish a simple basis for the elementary teacher's 
work — a basis that will not seem absurdly formal and rigid when tested by the 
spirit of modern life and modern science. J. H. T. 



Schiller's Wilhelm Tell. Edited by Edwin Cam. Roedder. New York: 

American Book Co., 1906. 

This is an excellent edition of Schiller's famous drama. An exhaustive introduc- 
tion treats the theme of the drama, the diction and verse, and the historical background. 
It also contains a bibliography of the subject. The text is accompanied by instruc- 
tive footnotes, which also give detailed information on the staging of the different 
scenes. In an appendix are reprinted some songs and ballads about Switzerland 
and the legendary Wilhelm Tell, and an account of the shooting of the apple, taken 
from Schiller's historical source. A vocabulary is added. 



Heine's Poems. Selected and edited by Carl Edgar Eggert. Boston: Ginn 

& Co., 1906. 

The volume contains a selection of 163 of Heine's lyrical poems. In the intro- 
duction detailed information about Heine's life and works can be found; also a 
bibliography. The notes, following the text, are accurate and well chosen. They 
inform the reader about all points needing explanation. As a whole, it seems to be 
a very well-prepared textbook, which undoubtedly will help to increase the interest 
in Heine with college and high-school students. 



Am deulschen Herde: Ein Buch iiber deutsche Sitte und Sprache. Von Oskar 
und Valerie Thiergen. With English Notes by Starr Willard Cutting. 
Boston: Ginn & Co., 1906. 

This book aims to make American students acquainted with German life and 
customs. It describes the experiences of two young Americans who travel in Ger- 
many. The topics cover subjects which are of great interest to foreigners who wish 
to become well informed about the most typical features of the German people. The 
little book is written in excellent German and represents a very useful reader for 
advanced high-school or intermediate college classes. Its value is greatly enlarged 
by very thorough and complete English notes, and a large vocabulary. 



